KHO039 Boeung Prek Lapouv

Boeung Prek Lapouv Criteria A1, A3 & AdI
Province(s): Takeo
District(s): Borey Chulsar and Koh Andeth
Area (ha): 9,276
Altitude (m asl): 4t05
[#]
Central coordinates:  10°43'N 105°02'E

General description
The IBA comprises an area of seasonally inundated grassland in the floodplain of the Bassac River,

which forms part of one of the largest areas of contiguous natural habitat remaining in the Mekong
Delta. To the south and east, this area borders Vietnam, where the natural habitat has been almost
entirely converted to agriculture. The IBA is inundated for three to four months each year, during
which time a mat of floating vegetation, comprising around 30 aquatic plant species, forms. During
the dry season (December to May), the IBA supports a non-breeding population of Sarus Crane Grus
antigone. After Ang Tropeang Thmor, this is the largest non-breeding population of this species
known in Cambodia. The IBA also supports a number of other globally threatened and near-
threatened bird species, most notably Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis. During 2002, the
establishment of a Sarus Crane Conservation Area at the IBA was proposed by the Department of
Forestry and Wildlife.

Key bird species

Common name Scientific name IBA criteria

Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis Al

Sarus Crane Grus antigone Al Adi
Darter Anhinga melanogaster Al

Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis Al

Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala Al

Biome restricted species
One species is restricted to the Indo-Malayan Tropical Dry Zone and one to the Indo-Gangetic Plains
(see Appendix 4).

Threats to biodiversity

One of the major on-going threats to biodiversity at the IBA, is the use of poison to hunt waterbirds,
which is a particular threat to Sarus Crane. Fishing activities, which are widespread within the IBA,
are also a source of threat to biodiversity, particularly the practice of pumping water out of wetlands.
Perhaps the greatest threat to biodiversity at the IBA is agricultural expansion. Already, large areas of
the floodplain of the Bassac River have been converted to irrigated rice agriculture, and there exist
plans to further develop irrigation schemes within the IBA, which would directly threaten the feeding
areas of Sarus Crane. However, following realisation of the biodiversity and socio-economic values
of the natural habitats at the IBA, these plans are currently being revised to mitigate impacts on the
IBA.

Recommendations

e Steps should be taken to immediately designate the core area as a conservation area similar to the
one at Ang Tropeang Thmor IBA (KHO001).

o Enforcement activities should be initiated as soon as possible, focusing on hunting of waterbirds
and illegal fishing methods.

e An education and awareness campaign should be undertaken in surrounding villages to gain local
support for biodiversity conservation.

e Any further irrigation or agricultural development in the area should not be undertaken without a
full environmental impact assessment and a proper understanding of the potential effects on the
natural wetland upon which the Sarus Cranes are reliant.
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